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INTRODUCTION

The Online Coins of the Roman Empire (OCRE) is an online database that provides a

comprehensive collection of coins and tools that are designed to help in the “identification,
cataloguing, and research of the rich and varied coinage of the Roman Empire.”! At first glance,
the site allows users to search for coins through a list view, identify coins based on their visual
traits, locate a coin’s origination, and an API with a more thorough access into the database.

This database seems to be extremely robust. However, OCRE is still forming partnerships
with many institutes for more data on different coins and identification traits, so the database is

expected to increase in size. The OCRE project is led by the American Numismatic Society

(ANS) and the Institute for the Study of the Ancient World at New York University. Currently,

the ANS and the Institute for the Study of the Ancient World provides a record of 43,000 Roman
Imperial Coinage from Augustus in 31 BC to the death of Zeno in AD 491.2 Additionally, OCRE
also incorporates links to data from nearly 20 American and European databases, including the
ANS collection, the Miinzkabinett of the State Museum of Berlin, and the British Museum.
These databases add another 100,000 coins to OCRE’s extensive database, making this site one

of the main resources for numismatic research.

! Meadows, Andrew, and Roger Bagnall. “Online Coins of the Roman Empire.” American Numismatic
Society, 2017, numismatics.org/ocre/.
2 .

Ibid.


http://numismatics.org/ocre/
http://numismatics.org/
http://isaw.nyu.edu/
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Figure 1. Online Coins of the Roman Empire Homepage

The homepage contains a large graphic with a description of the site, including relevant
organizations and a brief introduction of what the database contains. The navigation bar provides
a range of options: Browse, Search, Maps, Symbols, Identify a Coin, Contributors, Visualize
Queries, APIs, About, and Language. These options suggests that this site was built with a focus
on assisting numismatists conduct research or to help people to get interested. The design allows
those who are curious to browse through the different coins and learn about them in many
different ways. The most basic features of the website, such as the map and browse tabs, are very
user friendly and functional. This helps beginners to the subject easily navigate from page to
page and using each page’s functions properly. The layout of the website is vertical, so the
difference between browser and phone display is reactive and works extremely well. Since there
is little difference between phone and computer browser display, the site does not cause

confusion for users when switching between devices and browsers.
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Figure 2. Comparison of View from IPhone X Safari Browser to MacBook Chrome Browser

The purpose of this site is largely academic, thus the quality of the contributors and
information should be reliable and trustworthy. The Contributors page lists out the many
institutes and organizations that have contributed to the database, establishing reliability and trust
for the web page. The global aspect of this project is further reflected in the seventeen different
languages this site has been translated into. Considering the institutes involved, it is no surprise
that these languages are European or Mediterranean related. However, the site neglected to
create this site in other languages from other continents, such as Chinese or Japanese. Countries
like China, for example, have expansive historical records and databases on ancient coins and
currency that could be used to compare to Roman coins. Comparing these different types of

currency from ancient civilization could be extremely interesting.



BROWSE, SEARCH, & MAPS

The Browse, Search, and Maps tabs work in tandem. All three pages use the same
keywords to categorize the different coins, this similarity helps the user to identify and search for
their coins.

The Browse page (refer to Figure 1) shows the different coins in a certain order that the
user designates. This order could depend on keyword search categories such as the portraits
shown on the coins, mint, year, and so on. The page is designed so that the coins can be
displayed in either a grid view or a list view, depending on your needs. This feature is extremely
useful depending on if you just want to look at the coins faces (grid view) or if you want
information to accompany the images. This page is especially useful if you are new to the subject

and want to look at different types of coins.
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Figure 3. Comparison of Browse page from Grid to List View

The browse results also links your search results to the Map results page which displays your
results on a map of the Roman Empire for you to see, much like the actual Maps page. The user
then can zoom in and find the coin they want that corresponds to the region they are searching

for. The Search page heavily contrasts the Browse page as it is very simplistic and only allows



the user to conduct keyword searches. This page does not seem to serve an alternate function to
that of the Browse page, other than being

The Maps page utilizes the same keyword categories that the Browse and Search pages
do. This page overlays the database of coins onto a visual map of the Roman Empire, with each
coin represented as a singular dot or a cluster of dots on the map. The design of the page allows
users to easily narrow down to smaller selections of coins relevant to their interests. The color
coded legend helps to some degree, but it is difficult to comprehend what “Mint”, “Findspot”,
and “Subject” means exactly.

Considering the nature of the site and the scholarly usage, the mapping function should
be built to become more robust in terms of interactiveness. Users must click on the dots of their
search results, which then shows a link, which then redirects the user to the respective coins
page. While this is functional, this page could be better improved by having each coin’s
information popup instead of the link. This change will allow the User to quickly navigate

between coins.
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SYMBOLS & IDENTIFY A COIN

The function of these two pages are similar to that of Search and Browse. These pages
were separated for their own distinct purposes to assist the user, especially those who are new to
the page and subject. All of the images on the Symbols page are currently broken, however, the
page does differentiate the different mint marks and monograms on the coins.

The Identify a Coin page is the most helpful page for those new to the subject. The page
easily find a coin using visible and physical traits to identify. As seen in Figure 4, the page
almost takes the user through a step by step process of narrowing down the parameters in
identifying the coin. If the OCRE site also included a page with instructions in how to properly
identify physical traits or care-maintenance of the coins, then it would greatly improve the

experience for those new to numismatics.
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APl & VISUALIZE QUERIES

The API and Visualize Queries pages are definitely designed for more experienced
numismatists and researchers. The Visualize Queries page allows the user to create graphs and
charts that relate to their searches either in typological analysis or measurement analysis. This is
especially useful for those that are conducting research and need to display their data in this
format. This also acts as an alternate to the APIs if the user does not know how to use APIs. The
APIs page is for those that are more technologically savvy and gain access to more information
and data regarding the coins. These two pages serve the academic purposes of this site and

database.
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CONCLUSION

Overall, this site works well for its purpose of assisting its users in conducting research

into numismatics for those new and old to the subject. The site is easy to navigate and has a nice

interface when dealing with the massive amounts of data the site hosts. Compared to other

websites like Wildwinds (Ancient & Medieval Coins Canada) 2 and Virtual Catalog of Roman

Coins,* OCRE has much better visuals and allows users to access and utilize its databases more

effectively. OCRE is also much more scholarly in nature and seems to be much more of a

reliable source compared to these websites.
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